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In this module you will follow the changing political, religious, and 
cultural landscape of medieval Europe.

VIDEOS, including...

About the Painting: This miniature is called 
“Month of June.” It appeared in the Grimani 
Breviary, a Flemish illuminated manuscript. 
This scene shows what life was like in the 
European countryside during the Middle Ages.
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Graphic Organizers 

Interactive Games

Carousel: Russian Religious Art and 
Architecture

Image with Hotspots: A Viking Longboat

• Castles and Dungeons

• Hagia Sophia

• Genghis Khan

• Monasteries in the Middle Ages

• Knights and Armor

• Medieval Armor

Essential Question
How did life change after the fall of Rome during the early Middle Ages? 

The Early Middle Ages
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Explore ONLINE!

1200

WorldCentral Asia and Europe

Timeline of Events 500–1200

500

1185 Kamakura Shogunate rules Japan.

960 Song Dynasty of China begins.

900 Classic period of Mayan 
civilization in Central America ends.

800 Empire of Ghana 
thrives in West Africa.

750 Abbasids in Persia take 
control of the Muslim Empire.

690 Empress Wu Zhao 
assumes throne in China.

1100s Code of chivalry develops.

900s Outside invasions spur 
growth of feudalism.

850s Byzantine culture spreads to Russia.

843 Treaty of Verdun divides 
Charlemagne’s empire.

800 Pope Leo III crowns the Frankish king 
Charlemagne emperor.

771 Charlemagne becomes ruler 
of Frankish Kingdom in Europe.

732 Charles Martel 
stops Muslim invasion.

527 Justinian becomes ruler 
of the Byzantine Empire.

511 Clovis unites Franks under Christian rule.

630 Muhammad returns to Mecca 
after making the Hijrah to Medina.
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Lesson 1

The Byzantine Empire

The Big Idea
After Rome split, the Eastern 
Empire, known as Byzantium, 
flourished for a thousand years.

Why It Matters Now
Byzantine culture deeply 
 influenced Orthodox 
Christianity, a major branch of 
modern Christianity.

Key Terms and People
Justinian
Justinian Code
Hagia Sophia
patriarch
icon
excommunication
Cyrillic alphabet

A glittering cross from the 11th 
century Byzantine Empire

Setting the Stage
The Western Roman Empire crumbled in the fifth cen-
tury as it was overrun by invading Germanic tribes. By 
this time, however, the once great empire had already 
undergone significant changes. It had been divided into 
western and eastern empires, and its capital had moved 
east from Rome to the Greek city of 
Byzantium in what is now Turkey. The new capital stood 
on the Bosporus Strait, strategically located for trade and 
defense purposes on a crossroads of the West and East. 
The Bosporus Strait also linked the empire to the Black 
Sea and the Mediterranean Sea. The city would become 
known as Constantinople after the emperor Constan-
tine, who made it the new capital in AD 330. (Byzantium 
would remain as the name of the entire Eastern Empire.) 
For nearly a thousand years after the collapse of the 
Western Empire, Byzantium and its flourishing capital 
would carry on the glory of Rome.
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Reading Check 
Compare How 

were the Byzantine 
emperors like the 

last of the old Roman 
emperors?

Vocabulary  code 
general system of 
laws; stems from the 
Latin word codex, 
meaning “book”

A New Rome in a New Setting
Roman leaders had divided the empire in 395, largely due to difficulties in 
communications between the eastern and the troubled western parts of 
the empire. Still, rulers in the East continued to see themselves as emper-
ors for all of Rome.

In 527, a high-ranking Byzantine nobleman named Justinian succeeded 
his uncle to the throne of the Eastern Empire. Justinian wanted to regain 
Rome’s fading glory and recapture the west. In 533 he sent his best gen-
eral, Belisarius (behl•uh•SAIR•ee•uhs), to recover North Africa from the 
invading Germanic tribes. Belisarius and his forces quickly succeeded.

Two years later, Belisarius attacked Rome and seized it from a group 
known as the Ostrogoths. But the city faced repeated attacks by other 
Germanic tribes. Over the next 16 years of political, economic, social, and 
religious transformations, Rome changed hands six times. After numerous 
campaigns, Justinian’s armies won nearly all of Italy and parts of Spain. 
Justinian now ruled almost all the territory that Rome had ever ruled. He 
could honestly call himself a new Roman emperor.

Like the last of the old Roman emperors, the Byzantine emperors ruled 
with absolute power. They headed not just the state but the church as well. 
They appointed and dismissed bishops at will. The political turmoil was 
brutal—and often deadly. Emperors lived under constant risk of assassina-
tion. Of the 88 Byzantine emperors, 29 died violently, and 13 abandoned 
the throne to live in monasteries.

Life in the New Rome
A separate government and difficult communications with the West gave 
the Byzantine Empire its own character, different from that of the Western 
Empire. The citizens thought of themselves as sharing in the Roman tradi-
tion, but few spoke Latin anymore. Most Byzantines spoke Greek.

Having unified the two empires, Justinian set up a panel of legal 
experts to regulate Byzantium’s increasingly complex society. The panel 
combed through 400 years of Roman law. It found a number of laws that 
were outdated and contradictory. The panel created a single, uniform code 
known as the Justinian Code. After its completion, the code consisted of 
four works.

 1. The Code contained nearly 5,000 Roman laws that were still consid-
ered useful for the Byzantine Empire.

 2. The Digest quoted and summarized the opinions of Rome’s great-
est legal thinkers about the laws. This massive work ran to a total of 
50 volumes.

 3. The Institutes was a textbook that told law students how to use 
the laws.

 4. The Novellae (New Laws) presented legislation passed after 534.
The Justinian Code decided legal questions that regulated whole areas 

of Byzantine life. Marriage, slavery, property, inheritance, women’s rights, 
and criminal justice were just some of those areas. Although Justinian 
himself died in 565, his code served the Byzantine Empire for 900 years.

Emperor Justinian
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Creating the Imperial Capital Constantinople was a center for law 
and religion. While his scholars were creating the legal code, Justinian 
launched the most ambitious public building program ever seen in the 
Roman world. He rebuilt the crumbling fortifications of Constantinople, 
as workers constructed a 14-mile stone wall along the city’s coastline and 
repaired the massive fortifications along its western land border. 

Church building, however, was the emperor’s greatest passion. Justinian 
viewed churches as the most visible sign of the close connection between 
church and state in his empire. The crowning glory of his reign was Hagia 
Sophia (HAY•ee•uh-soh•FEE•uh), which means “Holy Wisdom” in Greek. A 
church of the same name had been destroyed in riots that swept Constan-
tinople in 532. When Justinian rebuilt Hagia Sophia, many visitors hailed 
it as the most splendid church in the Christian world. The Hagia Sophia 
is the greatest example of Byzantine architecture. Mosaics found in the 
Hagia Sophia and other churches in the empire are an example of one type 
of artwork of this time period. Much of the art of the Byzantine empire 
was inspired by the church. 

Through his building program, Justinian’s contributions included 
enlarging his palace into a vast complex. He also built baths, aqueducts, 
law courts, schools, and hospitals. By the time the emperor was finished, 
the city teemed with an almost visible excitement. 

The Hagia Sophia 
is an example 

of Byzantine 
architecture.
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The Theodosian Walls were Constantinople’s 
first line of defense against overland attack. 

Beneath such excitement, a less 
obvious but vitally important activity 
took place: the preservation of Greco-
Roman culture. Byzantine families valued 
education—specifically classical learning. 
Basic courses for Byzantine students 
focused on Greek and Latin grammar, 
and philosophy. The classics of Greek and 
Roman literature served as textbooks. 
Students memorized Homer. They learned 
geometry from Euclid, history from 
Herodotus, and medicine from Galen. The 
modern world owes Byzantine scholars 
a huge debt for preserving many of the 
great works of Greece and Rome.

Interpret Maps

Human-Environment Interaction What aspects of 

Constantinople might slow an invasion from the west?

Explore ONLINE!

Constantinople, AD 550
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Reading Check 
Analyze Motives 
Why do you think 

governments often 
build magnificent 

buildings like 
Hagia Sophia?

BIOGRAPHY

Empress Theodora 
(500–548)

The most powerful woman in Byzantine 
history rose from deep poverty. Early in life, 
Theodora was an actress. Eventually, she 
met Justinian, and in 525, they married.

As empress, Theodora met with foreign 
envoys, wrote to foreign leaders, passed 
laws, and built churches. During one 
political crisis, Theodora even confiscated 
the property of the general Belisarius. 
After she died in 548, Justinian was so 
depressed that he passed no major laws 
for the rest of his reign.

Constantinople’s Hectic Pace The main street running through Con-
stantinople was the Mese (MEHS•ee), or “Middle Way.” Merchant stalls 
lined the main street and filled the side streets. Products from the most 
distant corners of Asia, Africa, and Europe passed through these stalls. 
Everywhere, food stands filled the air with the smell of their delicacies, 
while acrobats and street musicians performed.

Meanwhile, citizens could enjoy free entertainment at the Hippodrome, 
which offered wild chariot races and performance acts. The Hippodrome 
(from Greek words meaning “horse” and “racecourse”) held 60,000 specta-
tors. Fans of the different teams formed rowdy gangs named for the colors 
worn by their heroes.

In 532, two such fan groups sparked citywide riots called the Nika 
Rebellion (because the mob cried “Nika!” or “Victory!”). Both sides were 
angry with the government. They felt that city officials had been too 
severe in putting down a previous riot of Hippodrome fans. They packed 
the Hippodrome and demanded the overthrow of Justinian. Belisarius, 
however, broke in with his troops and slaughtered about 30,000 rebels.

Justinian had considered fleeing during the Nika Rebellion, but his wife, 
Theodora, urged him to stay. As her husband’s steely adviser, Theodora 
had immense power. She rallied Justinian to remain in the capital with a 
fiery speech.

The Empire Falls
After Justinian’s death in 565, the empire suffered countless setbacks and 
began to decline. Some of the causes were street riots, religious quarrels, 
palace intrigues, internal political turmoil, and foreign dangers. Each time 
the empire moved to the edge of collapse, it found some way to revive—
only to face another crisis.
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Reading Check  
Make Inferences  

How might the   
plague have helped 

make Byzantium  
more vulnerable 

 to foreign attack?

The Plague of Justinian The first crisis actually began before Justinian’s 
death. It was a disease that resembled what we now know as the bubonic 
plague. This horrifying illness hit Constantinople in the later years of 
Justinian’s reign. The plague probably arrived from India on ships infested 
with rats. Historians estimate that in 542, the worst year of the plague, 
10,000 people were dying every day. The illness broke out repeatedly until 
around 700, when it finally faded. By that time, it had destroyed a huge 
percentage of the Byzantine population.

Attacks from East and West From the very start of its rise to power, 
Byzantium faced constant challenges from foreign enemies they called 
“barbarians.” Lombards overran Justinian’s conquests in the west. Avars, 
Slavs, and Bulgars made frequent raids on the north ern borders. The pow-
erful Sassanid Persians attacked relentlessly in the east. The Persians and 
Avars struck against Constantinople itself in 626. With the rise of Islam, 
Arab armies attacked the city in 674 and again in 717. Russians attempted 
invasions of the city three times between 860 and 1043. In the 11th cen-
tury, the Turks took over the Muslim world and fought their way slowly 
into Byzantine territory.

The Byzantines used bribes, diplomacy, political marriages, and mili-
tary power to keep their enemies at bay. In the seventh century, Emperor 
Heraclius reorganized the empire along military lines. Provinces became 
themes, or military districts. Each theme was run by a general who 
reported directly to the emperor. These strategies, however, could not 
work forever. Slowly, the Byzantine Empire shrank under the impact of 
foreign attacks. By 1350, it was reduced to the tip of Anatolia and a strip 
of the Balkans. Yet thanks to its walls, its fleet, and its strategic location, 
Constantinople held out for another 100 years. Finally, the city fell to the 
Ottoman Turks in 1453.

The Church Divides
During the Byzantine Empire, Christianity underwent a dramatic develop-
ment. Christianity had begun to develop differently in the Western and 
Eastern Roman Empires, due largely to the distance and lack of contact 
between the two regions. As the Eastern Empire became Byzantium and 
flourished, those differences grew and ultimately caused a split, or schism, 
in the Church.

LEadERs of tHE two CHuRCHEs

pope Francis I (left) is the supreme 
head of the Roman Catholic Church. 
Ecumenical patriarch Bartholomew 
(right) holds a slightly different 
position in the Orthodox Church. 
Eastern Orthodox churches pay 
him their highest honors because 
he heads the ancient Church of 
Constantinople, but they do not 
consider him their supreme authority.
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Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy
Originally, Christianity had one church. Because of political conflicts and 
differences in belief, continuing tensions led the western and eastern parts of the 
Christian Church to split apart in 1054. The western church became the Roman 
Catholic Church, and the eastern church became the Eastern Orthodox Church.

Both churches believe in the gospel of Jesus and in the Bible as interpreted by their 
church. They also believe that God uses sacraments to convey his love to humans. 
Sacraments are visible signs of something sacred; for instance, the water used in 
baptism is a sign of God’s power to cleanse people of sin. The Venn diagram below 
shows other similarities and differences between the churches in the 11th century.

ANALYZE KEY CONCEPTS 

ROMAN CATHOLIC AND EASTERN ORTHODOX DATA

ROMAN CATHOLIC

• Services are conducted 
in Latin.

• The pope has authority 
over all other bishops.

• The pope claims 
authority over all kings 
and emperors.

• Priests may not marry.

• Divorce is not 
permitted.

SIMILARITIES

• They base their faith on 
the gospel of Jesus and 
the Bible.

• They use sacraments 
such as baptism.

• Their religious leaders 
are priests and bishops.

• They seek to convert 
people.

EASTERN ORTHODOX

• Services are conducted in 
Greek or local languages.

• The patriarch and other bishops 
head the Church as a group.

• The emperor claims authority 
over the patriarch and other 
bishops of the empire.

• Priests may be married.

• Divorce is allowed under 
certain conditions.

The 11th Century: Comparing Two Churches

Critical Thinking 
1. Form and Support Opinions What do you think was 

the most important issue dividing the two churches? 
Explain your answer.

2. Make Predictions Do you think the schism between 
the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox 
Church will ever be healed and the two churches 
reunited? Why or why not?

• In 2010, the U.S. state with the largest population of Roman 
Catholics: California, 10,233,334 The Association of Religion 
Data Archives

• In 2010, the U.S. state with the largest population of Eastern 
Orthodox members: California, 154,331 
2010 The Association of Religion Data Archives

• Vatican City is an independent state located in Rome, Italy. 
The Roman Catholic Church claims more than a billion 
members worldwide. 
www.adherents.com, Encyclopaedia Britannica

• The largest of the Eastern Orthodox churches is the Russian 
Orthodox Church. It claims 90 million members worldwide.   
www.adherents.com

• In 2013, the world region with the largest population of 
Roman Catholics: Latin America, 483,000,000 
World Christian Database

• In 2013, the world region with the largest population of 
Eastern Orthodox members: Europe, 203,104,000 
2013 World Almanac
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Another significant figure was Saint John Chrysostom (KRIHS•uhs•tuhm). 
As bishop of Constantinople from 398 to 404, Chrysostom was the patriarch 
(PAY•tree•ahrk), or leading bishop of the East. But even the patriarch bowed to 
the emperor.

A controversy that tested the emperor’s authority over religious matters 
broke out in the eighth century. In 730, Emperor Leo III banned the use of 
icons, religious images used by Eastern Christians to aid their devotions. 
The emperor viewed the use of icons as idol worship. People responded 
with riots, and the clergy rebelled.

In the West, the pope became involved in this  
eastern dispute and supported the use of icons.  
One pope even ordered the excommunication of a 
Byzantine emperor—that is, he declared the emperor 
to be an outcast from the Church. In 843, more than 
100 years after the controversy began, Theodora—
the wife of Emperor Theophilos—restored icons to 
Eastern churches. Icons, often painted in tempera on 
wood, were an important form of Byzantine art. 

Differences between the Eastern and Western 
churches continued to grow. In 1054, matters came 
to a head when the pope and the patriarch excommu-
nicated each other in a dispute over religious doc-
trine. Shortly afterward, Christianity officially split 
between the Roman Catholic Church in the West and 
the Orthodox Church in the East.

Saint Basil

A Religious Split Eastern Christianity built its heritage on the works of 
early Church fathers. One was Saint Basil, who, around 357, wrote rules for 
the life of monks. Here, Saint Basil describes how monks and Christians 
should behave:

“The Christian should not be ostentatious [showy] in clothing or 
sandals, for all this is idle boasting. He should wear cheap clothes 
according to the need of the body. He should consume nothing 
beyond what is necessary or which tends to extravagance, for all this 
is abuse. He should not strive for honour nor always seek the first 
place. Each one should hold all men above himself. He should not be 
disobedient. . . . He should not be desirous of money, nor treasure 
up unnecessary things to no avail. He who approaches God ought to 
embrace poverty in all things, and be pierced with the fear of God.”

—Saint Basil, quoted in The Letters

Archangel Michael, 14th-century 
Russian Byzantine icon
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Justinian

Reading Check  
Make Inferences 
 How might Saint 

Basil view a lavish and 
extravagant lifestyle?

 1. Organize Information In your opinion, was Justinian 
a great leader? Why or why not? Analyze his impor-
tance in your answer. Use a web like the one below to 
organize your notes. 

 2.  Key Terms and People For each key term or  
person in the lesson, write a sentence explaining  
its significance.

 3.  Form Opinions Do you agree or disagree with 
the characterization of Justinian as a new Roman 
emperor? Why?

 4. Analyze Motives Why do you think Justinian decided 
the time had come to reform Roman law?

 5. Draw Conclusions Why do you think the Justinian 
Code lasted so long?

Lesson 1 Assessment

Byzantine Missionaries Convert the Slavs As West and East grew apart, 
the two traditions of Christianity competed for converts. Missionaries 
from the Orthodox Church, for example, took their form of Christian-
ity to the Slavs, groups that inhabited the forests north of the Black Sea. 
Two of the most successful Eastern missionaries, Saint Methodius and 
Saint Cyril (SEER•uhl), worked among the Slavs in the ninth century. Cyril 
and Methodius invented an alphabet, or written language, for the Slavic 
languages. With an alphabet, Slavs would be able to read the Bible in their 
own tongues. Many Slavic languages, including Russian, are now written 
in what is called the Cyrillic (suh•RIHL•ihk) alphabet.

As these missionaries carried out their work, the Slavs themselves were 
creating a culture that would form one of history’s most influential coun-
tries: Russia.

An 11th-century silver chalice displays the Cyrillic alphabet. 
A closeup of the alphabet reveals the similarity of some 
letters to those of the Latin alphabet.
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Lesson 2

Early Russia

The Big Idea
Russia grew out of a blending 
of Slavic and Byzantine cultures 
and adopted Eastern Orthodox 
traditions.

Why It Matters Now
Early Russia was separated from 
the West, leading to a difference 
in culture that still exists today.

Key Terms and People
Slavs
Vladimir
Yaroslav the Wise
Alexander Nevsky
Ivan III
czar

Setting the Stage
In addition to sending its missionaries to the land of 
the Slavs during the ninth century, Byzantium actively 
traded with its neighbors to the north. Because of 
this increased interaction, the Slavs began absorbing 
many Greek Byzantine ways. It was this blending of 
Slavic and Greek traditions that eventually produced 
Russian culture.

Russia’s Birth
Russia’s first unified territory originated west of the Ural 
Mountains in the region that runs from the Black Sea to the 
Baltic Sea. Hilly grasslands are found in the extreme south of 
that area. The north, however, is densely forested, flat, and 
swampy. Slow-moving, interconnecting rivers allow boat travel 
across these plains in almost any direction. Three great rivers, 
the Dnieper (NEE•puhr), the Don, and the Volga, run from the 
heart of the forests to the Black Sea or the Caspian Sea. It was a 
unique location between Europe and Asia. 

In the early days of the Byzantine Empire, these forests were 
inhabited by tribes of Slavic farmers and traders. They spoke 
similar languages but had no political unity. Sometime in the 
800s, small bands of adventurers came down among them 
from the north. These Varangians, or Rus as they were also 
called, were most likely Vikings. (The name “Russia” is taken 
from this group.) Eventually, these Vikings built forts along the 
rivers and settled among the Slavs.
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Slavs and Vikings Russian legends say the Slavs invited the Viking chief 
Rurik to be their king. So in 862, he founded Novgorod (NAHV•guh•rahd), 
Russia’s first important city. That account is given in the Primary Chronicle, 
a history of Russia written by monks in the early 1100s. Around 880, a 
nobleman from Novgorod named Oleg moved south to Kiev (KEE•ehf), 
a city on the Dnieper River. From Kiev, the Vikings could sail by river 
and sea to Constantinople. There they could trade for products from 
distant lands.

Interpret Maps

1. Human-Environment Interaction Which geographical feature of 

Russia did Vikings use to further their invasions?

2. Human-Environment Interaction Besides east, what was the other 

basic direction taken by Vikings in their Eastern European invasions? 

Why do you think they chose to invade in that direction?

The Viking Invasions of Eastern Europe, 820–941
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Reading Check  
Analyze Motives  

Why might Vladimir 
think it important 

that all his subjects 
become Christian?

Kiev grew into a principality, a small state ruled by a prince. As it did, 
the Viking nobles intermarried with their Slavic subjects and adopted 
many aspects of Slavic culture. Gradually, the line between Slavs and 
Vikings vanished.

Kiev Becomes Orthodox In 957, a member of the Kievan nobility, Prin-
cess Olga, paid a visit to Constantinople and converted to Christianity. 
From 945 to 964, she governed Kiev until her son was old enough to rule. 
Her son resisted Christianity. However, soon after Olga’s grandson  
Vladimir (VLAD•uh•meer) came to the throne about 980, he considered 
conversion to Christianity. The Primary Chronicle reports that Vladi-
mir sent teams to observe the major religions of the times. The teams 
returned with lukewarm accounts of Islam, Judaism, and Western Chris-
tianity. But the team from Byzantium told a different story:

“The Greeks led us to the [buildings] where they worship their God, 
and we knew not whether we were in heaven or on earth. For on 
earth there is no such splendor or such beauty, and we are at a loss 
how to describe it. We only know that God dwells there among men, 
and . . . we cannot forget that beauty.”

—from the Primary Chronicle

This report convinced Vladimir to convert to Byzantine Christianity 
and eliminate all links to Islam. He made all his subjects convert to Chris-
tianity, too. In 989, a baptism of all the citizens of Kiev was held in the 
Dnieper River. Kiev, already linked to Byzantium by trade, now looked to 
the empire for religious guidance. Vladimir imported teachers to instruct 
the people in the new faith. All the beliefs and traditions of Orthodox 
Christianity flourished in Kiev. Vladimir appreciated the Byzantine idea 
of the emperor as supreme ruler of the Church. So the close link between 
Church and state took root in Russia as well.

Kiev’s Power and Decline
Thanks to its Byzantine ties, Kiev grew from a cluster of crude wooden 
forts to the glittering capital of a prosperous and educated people. The 
rise of Kiev marked the appearance of Russia’s first important unified 
territory.

Kievan Russia Vladimir led the way in establishing Kiev’s power. He 
expanded his state west into Poland and north almost to the Baltic Sea.  
He also fought off troublesome nomads from the steppes to the south.

In 1019, Vladimir’s son Yaroslav the Wise came to the throne and led 
Kiev to even greater glory. Like the rulers of Byzantium, Yaroslav skillfully 
married off his daughters and sisters to the kings and princes of Western 
Europe. Those marriages helped him to forge important trading alliances. 
At the same time, he created a legal code tailored to Kiev’s commercial 
culture. Many of its rules dealt with crimes against property. Yaroslav also 
built the first library in Kiev. Under his rule, Christianity prospered. By 
the 12th century, Kiev was home to some 400 churches.
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Vocabulary 
khan Mongol word 
for “ruler”

Reading Check 
Analyze Causes 

How did Yaroslav’s 
decision to divide 

his realm among his 
sons help cause Kiev’s 

decline?

Kiev’s Decline The decline of the Kievan state started with the death of 
Yaroslav in 1054. During his reign, Yaroslav had made what turned out 
to be a crucial error. He had divided his realm among his sons, instead 
of following the custom of passing on the throne to the eldest son. Upon 
their father’s death, the sons tore the state apart fighting for the choicest 
territories. And because this system of dividing the kingdom among sons 
continued, each generation saw new struggles. The Crusades—the numer-
ous clashes between Christians and Muslims for control of the Holy Lands 
of the Middle East that began in 1095—added to Kiev’s troubles by dis-
rupting trade. Then, just when it seemed that things could not get worse, a 
new threat emerged.

The Mongol Invasions
In the middle 1200s, a ferocious group of horsemen from central Asia 
slashed their way into Russia. These nomads were the Mongols. They 
had exploded onto the world scene at the beginning of the 1200s under 
Genghis Khan (JEHNG•gihs-KAHN), one of the most feared warriors of 
all time.

Interpret Maps

1. Location About how many miles did the Khanate of 

the Golden Horde stretch from east to west?

2. Region What role might geography have played in the 

Delhi Sultanate’s escape from Mongol rule?

The Khanate of the Golden Horde, 1294
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Resisting Mongol Rule

Although Russians by and large obeyed their Mongol 
rulers, pockets of resistance existed, as shown by this 
1259 diary entry of a resident of Novgorod.

Rebelling Against the Mongols

Resistance against Mongol rule occasionally broke 
out into open rebellion, as this account of an anti-
Mongol uprising in Tver in 1327 indicates.

Historical Source

“The same winter the accursed raw-
eating Tartars [Mongols], Berkai and 
Kasachik, came with their wives, and 
many others, and there was great 
tumult in Novgorod, and they did much 
evil in the province, taking contribution 
for the accursed Tartars. And the 
accursed ones began to fear death; they 
said to [Prince] Alexander: ‘Give us 
guards, lest they kill us.’ And the Knayz 
ordered the son of Posadnik and all the 
sons of the Boyars to protect them by 
night. The Tartars said: ‘Give us your 
numbers for tribute or we will run 
away and return in greater strength.’ 
And the common people would not give 
their numbers for tribute but said: ‘Let 
us die honourably for St. Sophia and for 
the angelic houses.’”

—Resident of Novgorod,  
from Medieval Russia

“The lawless Shevkal, the destroyer of 
Christianity, . . . came to Tver, drove 
the Grand Prince from his court and 
entrenched himself there with great 
haughtiness and violence. . . . The 
entire city assembled and the uprising 
was in the making. The Tverians 
cried out and began to kill the Tartars 
wherever they found them until they 
killed Shevkal and the rest [of his men]. 
They missed killing the messengers 
who were with the horses that grazed 
in the meadow [outside the city]. They 
[the messengers] saddled their best 
horses and swiftly galloped to Moscow 
and from there to the [Golden] Horde, 
where they brought the news of the 
death of Shevkal.”

—Tver Eyewitness Account,  
from Medieval Russia

Analyze Historical Sources
1. In what way did the reasons for the uprisings in Novgorod and Tver differ? 

2.  Based on what you have read about the Mongols, what do you think their response was to 
the above events of resistance and rebellion?

The Mongols may have been forced to move out by economic or military 
pressures. They may have been lured by the wealth of cities to the west. 
Whatever their reasons for leaving, they rode their swift horses across the 
steppes of Asia and on into Europe. Their savage killing and burning won 
them a reputation for ruthless brutality. When Genghis Khan died in 1227, 
his successors continued the conquering that he had begun. At its fullest 
extent, the Mongol Empire stretched from the Yellow Sea to the Baltic Sea 
and from the Himalayas to northern Russia.
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Reading Check  
Find Main Ideas  

What main demands 
did the Mongols 

make on their Russian 
subjects?

In 1240, the Mongols attacked and demolished Kiev. They rode under 
the leadership of Batu Khan, Genghis’s grandson. So many inhabitants 
were slaughtered, a Russian historian reported, that “no eye remained to 
weep.” A Roman Catholic bishop traveling through Kiev five years later 
wrote, “When we passed through that land, we found lying in the field 
countless heads and bones of dead people.” After the fall of Kiev, Mongols 
ruled all of southern Russia for 200 years. The empire’s official name was 
the “Khanate of the Golden Horde”: Khanate, from the Mongol word for 
“kingdom”; Golden, because gold was the royal color of the Mongols; and 
Horde, from the Mongol word for “camp.”

Mongol Rule in Russia Under Mongol rule, the Russians could  follow all 
their usual customs, as long as they made no attempts to rebel. The Mon-
gols tolerated all the religions in their realms. The Church, in fact, often 
acted as a mediator between the Russian people and their Mongol rulers.

The Mongols demanded just two things from Russians: absolute obe-
dience and massive amounts of tribute, or payments. By and large, the 
Russian nobles agreed. Novgorod’s prince and military hero Alexander 
Nevsky, for example, advised his fellow princes to cooperate with the 
Mongols. The Russian nobles often crushed revolts against the Mongols 
and collected oppressive taxes for the foreign rulers.

Mongol rule isolated the Russians more than ever from their neighbors 
in Western Europe. This meant that among other things, the Russians had 
little access to many new ideas and inventions. During this period, how-
ever, forces were at work that eventually would lead to the rise of a new 
center of power in the country, and to Russia’s liberation.

Russia Breaks Free
The city of Moscow was first founded in the 1100s. By 1156, it was a crude 
village protected by a log wall. Nonetheless, it was located near three major 
rivers: the Volga, Dnieper, and Don. From that strategic position, a prince 
of Moscow who could gain control of the three rivers could control nearly 
all of European Russia—and perhaps successfully challenge the Mongols.

Moscow’s Powerful Princes A line of Russian princes eventually emerged 
on the scene who would do just that. During the late 1320s, Moscow’s 
Prince Ivan I had earned the gratitude of the Mongols by helping to 
crush a Russian revolt against Mongol rule. For his services, the Mongols 
appointed Ivan I as tax collector of all the Slavic lands they had conquered. 
They also gave him the title of “Grand Prince.” Ivan had now become with-
out any doubt the most powerful of all Russian princes. He also became 
the wealthiest and was known as “Ivan Moneybag.”

Ivan convinced the Patriarch of Kiev, the leading bishop of Eastern 
Europe, to move to Moscow. The move improved the city’s prestige and 
gave Moscow’s princes a powerful ally: the Church. Ivan I and his succes-
sors used numerous strategies to enlarge their territory: land purchases, 
wars, trickery, and shrewd marriages. From generation to generation, they 
schemed to gain greater control over the small states around Moscow.
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Nobles Church

People Moscow Princes

Reading Check  
Analyze Issues  

What about  
Moscow’s location 

was significant?

Ivan III  

(1440–1505)

Those around him often viewed Ivan as cold, 
calculating, and ruthless. This may have been due 
in part to a difficult upbringing. Ivan came of age 
during a time of great civil strife in Russia. His father, 
Grand Prince Vasali II, was at one point imprisoned 
and blinded by opposition forces.

Ivan’s cautious and calculating style drew criticism 
from Russians eager for more bold and swift action 
against the Mongols. Even a close aide questioned 
his tactics. “Would you surrender Russia to fire and 
sword?” he asked the prince. After Russian forces 
won the standoff at the Ugra River, however, such 
criticism turned to praise.

BIOGRAPHY

 1. Organize Information Which group fared the worst 
under Mongol rule? Use a chart like the one below to 
organize your notes.

 2. Key Terms and People For each key term or person in 
the lesson, write a sentence explaining its significance.

 3. Analyze Effects How did Vladimir’s conversion to 
Christianity affect Kiev? 

 4. Form Opinions Do you approve of Nevsky’s coop-
eration with the Mongols? Was his policy practical or 
cowardly? Explain. 

 5. Analyze Issues How was Ivan I both friend and foe to 
the Mongol rulers? 

Lesson 2 Assessment

An Empire Emerges The Russian state would become a genuine empire 
during the long, 43-year reign of Ivan III. Upon becoming the prince of 
Moscow, Ivan openly challenged Mongol rule. He took the title czar (zahr), 
which meant emperor, and publicly claimed his intent to make Russia the 
“Third Rome.” (The title “czar” became official only  during the reign of 
Ivan IV.)

In 1480, Ivan made a final break with the Mongols. After he refused to 
pay his rulers further tribute, Russian and Mongol armies faced each other 
at the Ugra River, about 150 miles southwest of Moscow. However, neither 
side advanced to fight. So, after a time, both armies turned around and 
marched home. Russians have traditionally marked this bloodless standoff 
as their liberation from Mongol rule. After this liberation, the czars could 
openly pursue an empire.
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Russian Religious Art and Architecture
Russian religious art follows an ancient tradition dating 
back to the early Church. At first, Christians feared 
that artwork showing people might lead to idol worship. 
Gradually, however, the Church came to accept the use 
of icons, or depictions of holy people. In the West, other 
types of art eventually replaced the icon, but the Eastern 
Orthodox Church still uses icons today.

Icons are painted according to strict rules. This approach 
also shaped other religious art in Russia. To construct 
a church or create a religious artifact was a sacred task, 
performed according to rigid guidelines. Art was not a 
form of self-expression.

▲  Cross and IllumInated manusCrIpt
The cross above was carved from ivory and shows 
the Archangel Michael. In Christian belief, Michael 
is the leader of the heavenly hosts and a spiritual 
warrior who helped the Israelites. That is why he is 
often shown with a sword, as he is here.

The illuminated manuscript was made during the 
15th century and shows a scribe writing out the 
Gospel. Illuminated manuscripts were handwritten 
books decorated with gold or silver, vivid colors, 
elaborate designs, and small pictures. The word 
illumination originally referred to the gold or silver 
decoration, which made the pages seem as if light 
were shining on them.

▲  ICon
This 12th-century Russian icon is of 
the Archangel Gabriel. According 
to the Bible, Gabriel was the 
messenger who told the Virgin Mary 
that she would give birth to Jesus. 
In Orthodox churches, artists must 
follow certain rules when making 
icons. For example, icons are always 
two-dimensional because they are 
seen as windows through which 
worshipers can view heaven.

HISTORY THROUGH ART
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▲  relIquary
This elaborately decorated silver chest is a 
Russian cathedral reliquary. Reliquaries are 
containers that hold sacred relics, such as the 
bones of a saint. Most reliquaries are portable, 
allowing them to be carried in processions.

▲  Wooden ChurChes
Located in Varzuga, Russia, the Church of the 
Dormition was built in 1674. It is just one of many 
churches in Russia made out of wood. These 
churches were often built on a hilltop overlooking 
forests and villages. Roughly cut logs were used for 
the walls. However, the designs of the ceilings were 
complex and included the use of onion domes, 
as shown here. In the Russian Orthodox Church, 
onion domes represent heaven.

HISTORY THROUGH ART

Critical Thinking
1. Make Inferences Why do 

you think the archangels 
Michael and Gabriel were 
popular subjects for Russian 
religious art? 

2. Compare and Contrast  
What types of religious art 
are common in our society 
today? How are they similar 
to or different from the art 
on these two pages? 
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Lesson 3

Charlemagne Unites  
Germanic Kingdoms

The Big Idea
Many Germanic kingdoms 
that succeeded the Roman 
Empire were reunited under 
Charlemagne’s empire.

Why It Matters Now
Charlemagne spread Christian 
civilization through Northern 
Europe, where it had a perma-
nent impact.

Key Terms and People
Middle Ages
Franks
monastery
secular
Carolingian Dynasty
Charlemagne

Setting the Stage
The gradual decline of the Roman Empire ushered in an 
era of European history called the Middle Ages, or the 
medieval period. It spanned the years from about 500 
to 1500. During these centuries, a new society slowly 
emerged in Europe impacted by the collapse of the 
Western Roman Empire. It had roots in: (1) the classical 
heritage of Rome, (2) the beliefs of the Roman Catholic 
Church, and (3) the customs of various Germanic tribes.

Invasions of Western Europe
In the fifth century, Germanic invaders overran the western 
half of the Roman Empire. Repeated invasions and constant 
warfare caused a series of changes that altered the economy, 
government, and culture:

•	Disruption of Trade Merchants faced invasions from both 
land and sea. Their businesses collapsed. The breakdown 
of trade destroyed Europe’s cities as economic centers. 
Money became scarce.

•	Downfall of Cities With the fall of the Roman Empire, 
cities were abandoned as centers of administration.

•	Population Shifts As Roman centers of trade and 
government collapsed, nobles retreated to the rural areas. 
Roman cities were left without strong leadership. Other 
city dwellers also fled to the countryside, where they grew 
their own food. The population of western Europe became 
mostly rural.
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Reading Check  
Find Main Ideas  

What are three ways 
that civilization in 

western Europe 
declined after the 

Roman Empire fell?

Sources: Man and History; 3,000 Years of Urban Growth
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Interpret Graphs

1. Find Main Ideas  What is 

the most important point 

this graph is making?

2. Make Inferences  

How does this graph show 

a real-world situation?

The Decline of Learning The Germanic invaders who stormed Rome could 
not read or write. Among Romans themselves, the level of learning sank 
sharply as more and more families left for rural areas. Few people except 
priests and other church officials were literate. Knowledge of Greek, long 
important in Roman culture, was almost lost. Few people could read Greek 
works of literature, science, and philosophy. The Germanic tribes, though, 
had a rich oral tradition of songs and legends. 

Loss of a Common Language As German-speaking peoples mixed with 
the Roman population, Latin changed. While it was still an official lan-
guage, it was no longer understood. Different dialects developed as new 
words and phrases became part of everyday speech. By the 800s, French, 
Spanish, and other Roman-based languages had evolved from Latin. The 
development of various languages mirrored the continued breakup of a 
once-unified empire.

Germanic Kingdoms Emerge
In the years of upheaval between 400 and 600, small Germanic kingdoms 
replaced Roman provinces. The borders of those kingdoms changed con-
stantly with the fortunes of war. But the Church as an institution survived 
the fall of the Roman Empire. During this time of political chaos, the 
Church provided order and security.

The Concept of Government Changes Along with shifting boundaries, 
the entire concept of government changed. Loyalty to public government 
and written law had unified Roman society. Family ties and personal 
loyalty, rather than citizenship in a public state, held Germanic society 
together. Unlike Romans, Germanic peoples lived in small communities 
that were governed by unwritten rules and traditions.
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Reading Check  
Summarize  

What replaced  
Roman provinces in 

the years between 
400 and 600?

Every Germanic chief led a band of warriors who had pledged 
their loyalty to him. In peacetime, these followers lived in their lord’s 
hall. He gave them food, weapons, and treasure. In battle, warriors 
fought to the death at their lord’s side. They considered it a disgrace 
to outlive him. But Germanic warriors felt no obligation to obey a 
king they did not even know. Nor would they obey an official sent to 
collect taxes or administer justice in the name of an emperor they had 
never met. The Germanic stress on personal ties made it impossible to 
establish orderly government for large territories.

Clovis Rules the Franks In the Roman province of Gaul (mainly what 
is now France and Switzerland), a Germanic people called the Franks 
held power. Their leader was Clovis (KLOH•vihs).	He	would	bring	
Christianity to the region. According to legend, his wife, Clothilde, 
had urged him to convert to her faith, Christianity. In 496, Clovis 
led his warriors against another Germanic army. Fearing defeat, he 
appealed to the Christian God. “For I have called on my gods,” he 
prayed, “but I find they are far from my aid. . . . Now I call on Thee. 
I long to believe in Thee. Only, please deliver me from my enemies.” 
The tide of the battle shifted and the Franks won. Afterward, Clovis 
and 3,000 of his warriors asked a bishop to baptize them.

The Church in Rome welcomed Clovis’s conversion and supported 
his military campaigns against other Germanic peoples. By 511, 
Clovis had united the Franks into one kingdom. The strategic alliance 
between Clovis’s Frankish kingdom and the Church marked the start 
of a partnership between two powerful forces.

An army leaves after 
sacking a town. 
Illustration from a 
14th-century manuscript
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Illuminated 
manuscripts such as 
the one shown here 
were usually the 
work of monks.

Germans Adopt Christianity
Politics played a key role in spreading Christianity. By 600, the Church, 
with the help of Frankish rulers, had converted many Germanic peoples. 
These new converts had settled in Rome’s former lands. Missionaries 
also spread Christianity. These religious travelers often risked their lives 
to bring religious beliefs to other lands. During the 300s and 400s, they 
worked among the Germanic and Celtic groups that bordered the Roman 
Empire. In southern Europe, the fear of coastal attacks by Muslims also 
spurred many people to become Christians in the 600s.

Monasteries, Convents, and Manuscripts To adapt to rural conditions, 
the Church built religious communities called monasteries. There, Chris-
tian men called monks gave up their private possessions and devoted their 
lives to serving God. Women who followed this way of life were called 
nuns and lived in convents. The missionary activities of monks played a 
key role in the spread of Christianity. For example, in the fifth century, 
monks established monasteries in Ireland, eventually Christianizing much 
of the country. In turn, Irish monks established monasteries in Scotland, 
England, and Wales, helping to Christianize the peoples there. Monks and 
nuns also participated in charitable activities. For example, they housed 
travelers, nursed the sick, and assisted the poor. 

Around 520, an Italian monk named Benedict began writing a book 
describing a strict yet practical set of rules for monasteries. Benedict’s 
sister,	Scholastica	(skuh•LAS•tik•uh),	headed	a	convent	and	adapted	the	
same rules for women. These guidelines became a model for many other 
religious communities in western Europe. Monks and nuns devoted their 
lives to prayer and good works.

Monasteries and convents served as centers 
of education. Monasteries became Europe’s best-
educated communities. Monks opened schools, 
maintained libraries, and copied books. In 731, the 
Venerable Bede, an English monk, wrote a history of 
England. Scholars still consider it the best historical 
work of the early Middle Ages. In the 600s and 700s, 
monks made beautiful copies of religious writings, 
decorated with ornate letters and brilliant pictures. 
These illuminated manuscripts preserved at least 
part of Rome’s intellectual heritage.

Over time, the economic and  political power  
of the monasteries grew as they increasingly drew 
their members from aristocratic families. With 
these aristocratic members came grants of money 
and land, swelling the accounts of the  monasteries. 
Accumulated lands were farmed by  peasants,  
and the monasteries ran them  carefully to maximize 
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Reading Check  
Make Inferences  

What role did 
monasteries play 

during this time 
 of chaos?

Benedict  

(480?–543)

At 15, Benedict left school 
and hiked up to the Sabine 
Hills, where he lived in 
a cave as a hermit. After 
learning about Benedict’s 
deep religious conviction, a 
group of monks persuaded 
him to lead their monastery. 
Benedict declared:

“We must prepare our hearts 
and bodies for combat under 
holy obedience to the divine 

commandments. . . . We are therefore going to 
establish a school in which one may learn the 
service of the Lord.”

In his book describing the rules for monastic life, 
Benedict emphasized a balance between work 
and study. Such guidelines turned monasteries 
into centers of stability and learning.

Scholastica  

(480?–543)

Scholastica is thought 
to be the twin sister of 
Benedict. She was born 
into a wealthy Italian 
family in the late Roman 
Empire. Little is known 
of her early life, except 
that she and Benedict 
were inseparable.

Like her brother, 
Scholastica devoted her 
life to the Church. She 

is thought to have been the abbess of a convent 
near the monastery founded by Benedict and 
is considered the first nun of the Benedictine 
order. She was a strong influence on her brother 
as he developed rules that guide Benedictine 
monasteries to this day. They died in the same 
year and are buried in one grave.

BIOGRApHy

income and economic productivity. Aristocratic connections also meant 
political power and connections. For example, a number of Benedictine 
monks served as advisors, judges, and even military leaders for kings. 

Papal Power Expands Under Gregory I In 590, Gregory I, also called 
Gregory the Great, became pope. As head of the Church in Rome, Gregory 
broadened the authority of the papacy, or pope’s office, beyond its spiritual 
role. Under Gregory, the papacy also became a secular, or worldly, power 
involved in politics. The pope’s palace was the center of Roman govern-
ment. Gregory used church revenues to raise armies, repair roads, and 
help the poor. He also negotiated peace treaties with invaders such as the 
Lombards.

According to Gregory, the region from Italy to England and from Spain 
to Germany fell under his responsibility. Gregory strengthened the vision 
of Christendom. It was a spiritual kingdom fanning out from Rome to the 
most distant churches. The changing role of the church along with this 
idea of a churchly kingdom, ruled by a pope, would be a central theme 
of the Middle Ages. Meanwhile, secular rulers expanded their political 
kingdoms.
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Reading Check  
Analyze Events  

What pivotal battle 
did Charles Martel and 

his forces win?

An Empire Evolves
After the Roman Empire dissolved, small kingdoms sprang up all over 
Europe. For example, England splintered into seven tiny kingdoms. Some 
of them were no larger than the state of Connecticut. The Franks con-
trolled the largest and strongest of Europe’s kingdoms, the area that was 
formerly the Roman province of Gaul. When the Franks’ first Christian 
king, Clovis, died in 511, he had extended Frankish rule over most of what 
is now France.

Charles Martel Emerges By 700, an official known 
as the major domo, or mayor of the palace, had 
become the most powerful person in the Frank-
ish kingdom. Officially, he had charge of the royal 
household and estates. Unofficially, he led armies 
and made policy. In effect, he ruled the kingdom.

The mayor of the palace in 719, Charles Martel 
(Charles the Hammer), held more power than the 
king. Charles Martel extended the Franks’ reign to 
the north, south, and east. He also defeated Muslim 
raiders from Spain at the Battle of Tours in 732. 
This battle was highly significant for Christian 
Europeans. If the Muslims had won, western Europe 
might have become part of the Muslim Empire. 
Charles Martel’s victory at Tours made him a 
Christian hero.

At his death, Charles Martel passed his power to his son, Pepin the 
Short. Pepin wanted to be king. He shrewdly cooperated with the pope. 
On behalf of the Church, Pepin agreed to fight the Lombards, who 
had invaded central Italy and threatened Rome. In exchange, the pope 
anointed Pepin “king by the grace of God.” Thus began the Carolingian 
(KAR•uh•LIHN•juhn)	Dynasty, the family that would rule the Franks from 
751 to 987.

Charlemagne Becomes Emperor
Pepin the Short died in 768. He left a greatly strengthened Frankish 
kingdom to his two sons, Carloman and Charles. After Carloman’s death 
in 771, Charles, who was known as Charlemagne (SHAHR•luh•MAYN), or 
Charles the Great, ruled the kingdom. An imposing figure, he stood six 
feet four inches tall. His admiring secretary, a monk named Einhard, 
described Charlemagne’s achievements:

“[Charlemagne] was the most potent prince with the greatest skill 
and success in different countries during the forty-seven years of 
his reign. Great and powerful as was the realm of Franks, Karl 
[Charlemagne] received from his father Pippin, he nevertheless so 
splendidly enlarged it . . . that he almost doubled it.”

—Einhard, Life of Charlemagne

This painting shows 
Charles Martel (with ax) in 
the Battle of Tours.
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Charlemagne Extends Frankish Rule Charlemagne built an empire 
greater than any known since ancient Rome. Each summer he led his 
armies against enemies that surrounded his kingdom. He fought Muslims 
in Spain and tribes from other Germanic kingdoms. He conquered new 
lands to both the south and the east. Through these conquests, Char-
lemagne spread Christianity. He reunited western Europe for the first  
time since the Roman Empire. By 800, Charlemagne’s empire was larger 
than the Byzantine Empire. He had become the most powerful king in 
western Europe.

Interpret Maps

1. Region By 814, what was the extent of Charlemagne’s empire 

(north to south, east to west)?

2. Region Based on the map, why did the Treaty of Verdun signal 

the decline of Charlemagne’s empire?

Explore ONLINE!

Charlemagne’s Empire, 768–843
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Reading Check  
Draw Conclusions  

What were 
Charlemagne’s most 

notable achievements?

 1. Organize Information Create a timeline like the one 
below to trace the unification of the Germanic king-
doms. What was the most important event? Why?

 2. Key Terms and People For each key term or person in 
the lesson, write a sentence explaining its significance.

 3. Draw Conclusions How was the relationship between 
a Frankish king and the pope beneficial to both?

 4. Analyze Effects Why was Charles Martel’s victory at 
the Battle of Tours so important for Christianity?

 5. Evaluate What was Charlemagne’s greatest achieve-
ment? Give reasons for your answer.

Lesson 3 Assessment

In 800, Charlemagne traveled to Rome to crush an unruly 
mob that had attacked the pope. In gratitude, Pope Leo III 
crowned him emperor. The coronation was historic. A pope 
had claimed the political right to confer the title “Roman 
Emperor” on a European king. This event signaled the join-
ing of Germanic power, the Church, and the heritage of the 
Roman Empire.

Charlemagne Leads a Revival Charlemagne strengthened 
his royal power by limiting the authority of the nobles. To 
govern his empire, he sent out royal agents. They made sure 
that the powerful landholders, called counts, governed their 
counties justly. Charlemagne regularly visited every part of 
his kingdom. He also kept a close watch on the management 
of his huge estates—the source of Carolingian wealth and 
power. One of his greatest accomplishments was the encour-
agement of learning. He surrounded himself with English, 
German, Italian, and Spanish scholars. For his many sons 
and daughters and other children at the court, Charlemagne 
opened a palace school. He also ordered monasteries to open 
schools to train future monks and priests.

Charlemagne’s Heirs A year before Charlemagne died in 
814, he crowned his only surviving son, Louis the Pious, 
as emperor. Louis was a devoutly religious man but an 
ineffective	ruler.	He	left	three	sons:	Lothair	(loh•THAIR), 
Charles the Bald, and Louis the German. They fought one 

another for control of the empire. In 843, the brothers signed the Treaty of 
Verdun, dividing the empire into three kingdoms. As a result, Carolingian 
kings lost power and central authority broke down. The lack of strong  
rulers led to a new system of governing and landholding—feudalism.

Emperor Charlemagne
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Lesson 4

Feudalism and Manorialism

The Big Idea
Feudalism, a political and eco-
nomic system based on land-
holding and protective alliances, 
emerged in Europe.

Why It Matters Now
The rights and duties of feudal The rights and duties of feudal 
relationships helped shape 
today’s forms of representative 
government.

Key Terms and People
lord
fief
vassal
knight
serf
manor
tithe

Setting the Stage
After the Treaty of Verdun, Charlemagne’s three feuding 
grandsons broke up the kingdom even further. Part of 
this territory also became a battleground as new waves 
of invaders attacked Europe. The political turmoil and 
constant warfare led to the rise of European feudalism, 
which is a political and economic system based on land 
ownership and personal loyalty.

Invaders Attack Western Europe
From about 800 to 1000, invasions destroyed the Carolingian 
Empire. Muslim invaders from the south seized Sicily and 
raided Italy. In 846, they sacked Rome. Magyar invaders struck 
from the east. Like the earlier migratory groups the Huns and 
Avars, they terrorized Germany and Italy. And from the north 
came the fearsome Vikings.

The Vikings Invade from the North The Vikings set sail from 
Scandinavia (SKAN•duh•NAY•vee•uh), a wintry, wooded region in 
northern Europe. (The region is now the countries of Denmark, 
Norway, and Sweden.) The Vikings, also called Northmen or 
Norsemen, were a Germanic people. In the culture of northern 
European peoples, they worshiped warlike gods and took pride 
in nicknames like Eric Bloodaxe and Thorfinn Skullsplitter.

The Vikings carried out their raids with terrifying speed. 
Clutching swords and heavy wooden shields, these helmeted 
seafarers beached their ships, struck quickly, and then moved 
out to sea again. They were gone before locals could mount a 
defense. Viking warships were awe-inspiring. The largest of 
these long ships held 300 warriors, who took turns rowing the 
ship’s 72 oars. The prow of each ship swept grandly upward, 
often ending with the carved head of a sea monster. A ship 
might weigh 20 tons when fully loaded. Yet, it could sail in a 
mere three feet of water. Rowing up shallow creeks, the Vikings 
looted inland villages and monasteries.
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Explore ONLINE!

A sketch of a Viking longboat

The Vikings were not only warriors but also traders, farmers, and 
explorers. They ventured far beyond western Europe. Vikings journeyed 
down rivers into the heart of Russia, to Constantinople, and even across 
the icy waters of the North Atlantic. A Viking explorer named Leif (leef) 
Ericson reached North America around 1000, almost 500 years before 
Columbus. About the same time, the Viking reign of terror in Europe faded 
away. As Vikings gradually accepted Christianity, they stopped raiding 
monasteries. Also, a warming trend in Europe’s climate made farming and 
settlement easier in Scandinavia. As a result, fewer Scandinavians adopted 
the sea-faring life of Viking warriors.

Interpret Maps

1. Location What lands did the Vikings raid?

2. Movement Why were the Viking, Magyar, and Mus-

lim invasions so threatening to Europe? 

Invasions in Europe, 700–1000Invasions in Europe, 700–1000
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Reading Check  
Analyze Effects  

What was the impact 
of Viking, Magyar, and 

Muslim invasions on 
medieval Europe?

Magyars and Muslims Attack from the East and South As Viking inva-
sions declined, Europe became the target of new assaults. The Magyars, a 
group of nomadic people, attacked from the east, from what is now Hun-
gary. Superb horsemen, the Magyars swept across the plains of the Danube 
River valley and invaded western Europe in the late 800s. They attacked 
isolated villages and monasteries. They overran northern Italy and reached 
as far west as the Rhineland and Burgundy. The Magyars did not settle 
conquered land. Instead, they took captives to sell as slaves.

The Muslims struck from the south. They began their encroachments 
from their strongholds in North Africa, invading through present-day 
Italy and Spain. In the 600s and 700s, the Muslim plan was to conquer 
and settle in Europe. By the 800s and 900s, their goal was also to plunder. 
Because the Muslims were expert seafarers, they were able to attack settle-
ments on the Atlantic and Mediterranean coasts. They also struck as far 
inland as Switzerland.

The invasions by Vikings, Magyars, and Muslims caused widespread 
disorder and suffering. Most western Europeans lived in constant danger. 
Kings could not effectively defend their lands from invasion. As a result, 
people no longer looked to a central ruler for security. Instead, many 
turned to local rulers who had their own armies. Any leader who could 
fight the invaders gained followers and political strength.

A New Social Order: Feudalism
In 911, two former enemies faced each other in a peace ceremony. Rollo 
was the head of a Viking army. Rollo and his men had been plundering the 
rich Seine (sayn) River valley for years. Charles the Simple was the king of 
France but held little power. Charles granted the Viking leader a huge piece 
of French territory. It became known as Northmen’s land, or Normandy. In 
return, Rollo swore a pledge of loyalty to the king.

Feudalism Structures Society The worst years of the invaders’ attacks 
were roughly from 850 to 950. During this time, rulers and warriors like 
Charles and Rollo made similar agreements in many parts of Europe. The 
system of governing and landholding known as feudalism had emerged in 
Europe. A similar feudal system existed in China under the Zhou Dynasty, 
which ruled from around the 11th century BC until 256 BC. Feudalism in 
Japan began in AD 1192 and ended in the 19th century.

The feudal system was based on rights and obligations. In exchange for 
military protection and other services, a lord, or landowner, granted an 
area of land called a fief. The person receiving a fief was called a vassal. 
Charles the Simple, the lord, and Rollo, the vassal, showed how this two-
sided bargain worked. Feudalism depended on the control of land.

The Feudal Pyramid The structure of feudal society was much like a pyra-
mid. At the peak reigned the king. Next came the most powerful vassals—
wealthy landowners such as nobles and bishops. Serving beneath these 
vassals were knights. Knights were mounted horsemen who pledged to 
defend their lord’s lands in exchange for fiefs. At the base of the pyramid 
were landless peasants who toiled in the fields. 
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Reading Check  
Synthesize What 

were the three social 
classes of the feudal 

system, and how were 
they connected?

Vocabulary  
status social ranking

Social Classes Are Well Defined In the feudal system, status determined 
a person’s prestige and power. Medieval writers classified people into three 
groups: those who fought (nobles and knights), those who prayed (men and 
women of the Church), and those who worked (the peasants). Social class 
was usually inherited.

In Europe in the Middle Ages, the vast majority of people were peasants. 
Most peasants were serfs. Serfs were people who could not lawfully leave 
the place where they were born. Though bound to the land, serfs were not 
slaves. Their lords could not sell or buy them. But what their labor pro-
duced belonged to the lord.

Manors: The Economic Side of Feudalism
The manor was the lord’s estate. During the Middle Ages, the manor 
system was the basic economic arrangement. The manor system rested on 
a set of rights and obligations between a lord and his serfs. The lord pro-
vided the serfs with housing, farmland, and protection from bandits. In 
return, serfs tended the lord’s lands, cared for his animals, and performed 
other tasks to maintain the estate. Private property as a legal distinction 
was centuries away, but the manor system built upon the idea that land 
was power. Peasant women shared in the farm work with their husbands. 
All peasants, whether free or serf, owed the lord certain duties. These 
included at least a few days of labor each week and a certain portion of 
their grain.

A Self-Contained World Peasants rarely traveled more than 25 miles 
from their own manor. By standing in the center of a plowed field, they 
could see their entire world at a glance. A manor usually covered only a 
few square miles of land. It typically consisted of the lord’s manor house, a 
church, and workshops. Generally, 15 to 30 families lived in the village on 
a manor. Fields, pastures, and woodlands surrounded the village. Some-
times a stream wound through the manor. Streams and ponds provided 
fish, which served as an important source of food. The mill for grinding 
the grain was often located on the stream.

The manor was largely a self-sufficient community based on thought-
ful land use. The serfs and peasants raised or produced nearly everything 
that they and their lord needed for daily life—crops, milk and cheese, fuel, 
cloth, leather goods, and lumber. The only outside purchases were salt, 
iron, and a few unusual objects such as millstones. These were huge stones 
used to grind flour. Crops grown on the manor usually included grains, 
such as wheat, rye, barley, and oats, and vegetables, such as peas, beans, 
onions, and beets.

New Tools for Farmers One area where independent thought occurred 
in manor life was engineering and invention for use on farms. People 
invented new tools for farmers. During this time, the metal horseshoe was 
invented. A new type of horse harness came into use that was better than 
what the Romans had. The pitchfork was used for the first time to turn 
over plowed earth. This type of thinking kept alive original thought. This 
eventually led to the Scientific Revolution. 
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Reading Check  
Analyze Causes  

How might the decline 
of trade during the 

early Middle Ages have 
contributed to the self-

sufficiency of the manor 
system?

The Harshness of Manor Life For the privilege of living on the lord’s land, 
peasants paid a high price. They paid a tax on all grain ground in the lord’s 
mill. Any attempt to avoid taxes by baking bread elsewhere was treated as 
a crime. Peasants also paid a tax on marriage. Weddings could take place 
only with the lord’s consent. After all these payments to the lord, peasant 
families owed the village priest a tithe, or church tax. A tithe represented 
one-tenth of their income.

Serfs lived in crowded cottages, close to their neighbors. The cottages 
had only one or two rooms. If there were two rooms, the main room was 
used for cooking, eating, and household activities. The second was the 
family bedroom. Peasants warmed their dirt-floor houses by bringing pigs 
inside. At night, the family huddled on a pile of straw that often crawled 
with insects. Peasants’ simple diet consisted mainly of vegetables, coarse 
brown bread, grain, cheese, and soup.

Piers Plowman, written by William Langland in 1362, reveals the hard life 
of English peasants:

“What they can put aside from what they make spinning  
 they spend on housing  
Also on milk and meal to make porridge with  
 To sate their children who cry out for food.  
And they themselves also suffer much hunger,  
 And woe in wintertime, and waking up nights  
 To rise on the bedside to rock the cradle.”

—William Langland, Piers Plowman

This 14th century 
drawing shows two 
men flailing grain.

For most serfs, both men and women, life was work and more work. 
Their days revolved around raising crops and livestock and taking care of 
home and family. As soon as children were old enough, they were put to 
work in the fields or in the home. Many children did not survive to adult-
hood. Illness and malnutrition were constant afflictions for medieval peas-
ants. Average life expectancy was about 35 years. 

Yet despite the hardships they endured, serfs accepted their lot in life as 
part of the Church’s teachings. They, like most Christians during medieval 
times, believed that God determined a person’s place in society.
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Feudalism
Feudalism was a political system, or institution, in which nobles were granted the 
use of land that legally belonged to the king. In return, the nobles agreed to give 
their loyalty and military services to the king. Feudalism developed not only in 
Europe but also in countries like Japan.

ANALYZE KEY CONCEPTS

King

Noble

Artisans

Merchants

Peasants

Emperor

DaimyoDaimyo

SamuraiSamurai

Church
Official

Peasants

Knights

Peasants

Knights

EuRopEan FEudaLIsM

JapanEsE FEudaLIsM

Critical Thinking
1. Compare  

What are the similarities between feudalism in Europe 
and feudalism in Japan? 

2. Form opinions  
Today, does the United States have a system of social 
classes? Support your answer with evidence.
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300

1000

History in depth

The Medieval Manor

The medieval manor varied in size. The 
illustration is a plan of a typical English manor.

1.  Manor House 
Dwelling place of the lord and his family 
and their servants

2.  Village Church 
Site of both religious services and public 
meetings

3.  Peasant Cottages 
Where the peasants lived

4.  Lord’s Demesne 
Fields owned by the lord and worked by 
the peasants

5.  Peasant Crofts 
Gardens that belonged to the peasants

6.  Mill 
Water-powered mill for grinding grain

7.  Common Pasture 
Common area for grazing animals

8.  Woodland 
Forests that provided wood for fuel

 1. organize Information Create a timeline like the one 
below for the period of European invasions. What was 
the most important event?

 2. Key Terms and people For each key term or person in 
the lesson, write a sentence explaining its significance. 

 3. Compare How were the Vikings different from earlier 
Germanic groups that invaded Europe? 

 4. Make Inferences How was a manor in the early 
Middle Ages largely self-sufficient both militarily and 
economically?

 5. draw Conclusions What benefits do you think a 
medieval manor provided to the serfs who lived there?

Lesson 4 assessment

Module 10380

DO NOT EDIT--Changes must be made through “File info” 
CorrectionKey=NL-A



Lesson 5

Society in the Feudal Era

The Big Idea
The code of chivalry for knights 
glorified both combat and 
romantic love.

Why It Matters Now
The code of chivalry has shaped 
modern ideas of romance in 
Western cultures.

Key Terms and People
chivalry
tournament
troubadour

Setting the Stage
During the Middle Ages, nobles constantly fought one 
another. Their feuding kept Europe in a fragmented state 
for centuries. Through warfare, feudal lords defended 
their estates, seized new territories, and increased their 
wealth. Lords and their armies lived in a violent society 
that prized combat skills. By the 1100s, though, a code 
of behavior began to arise. High ideals guided warriors’ 
actions and glorified their roles.

Knights: Warriors on Horseback
Soldiers mounted on horseback became valuable in combat dur-
ing the reign of Charlemagne’s grandfather, Charles Martel, in 
the 700s. Charles Martel had observed that the Muslim cav-
alry often turned the tide of battles. As a result, he organized 
Frankish troops of armored horsemen, or knights.

The Technology of Warfare Changes Leather saddles and stir-
rups changed the way warfare was conducted in Europe during 
the 700s. Both had been developed in Asia around 200 BC.

2 inches

0

These two-inch iron spikes, called caltrops, were 
strewn on a battlefield to maim warhorses or 
enemy foot soldiers.
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Reading Check  
Find Main Ideas  

What were two 
inventions from Asia 

that changed the 
technology of warfare 

in western Europe?

The saddle kept a warrior firmly seated on a moving horse. Stirrups 
enabled him to ride and handle heavier weapons. Without stirrups to brace 
him, a charging warrior was likely to topple off his own horse. Frankish 
knights, galloping full tilt, could knock over enemy foot soldiers and riders 
on horseback. Gradually, mounted knights became the most important 
part of an army. Their warhorses played a key military role.

The Warrior’s Role in Feudal Society By the 11th century, western 
Europe was a battleground of warring nobles vying for power. To defend 
their territories, feudal lords raised private armies of knights. In exchange 
for military service, feudal lords used their most abundant resource—land. 
They rewarded knights, their most skilled warriors, with fiefs from their 
sprawling estates. Wealth from these fiefs allowed knights to devote their 
lives to war. Knights could afford to pay for costly weapons, armor, and 
warhorses.

As the lord’s vassal, a knight’s main obligation was to serve in battle. A 
lord typically demanded about 40 days of combat a year from his knights. 
Knights’ pastimes often revolved around training for war. Wrestling and 
hunting helped them gain strength and practice the skills they would need 
on the battlefield.

Knighthood and the Code of Chivalry
Knights were expected to display courage in battle and loyalty to their 
lord. By the 1100s, the code of chivalry (SHIHV•uhl•ree), a complex set of 
ideals, demanded that a knight fight bravely in defense of three masters. 
He devoted himself to his earthly feudal lord, his heavenly Lord, and his 
chosen lady. The chivalrous knight also protected the weak and the poor. 

Chivalry

The Italian painter Paolo Uccello captures the 
spirit of the age of chivalry in this painting,  
St. George and the Dragon (c. 1455–1460). 
According to myth, St. George rescued a captive 
princess by killing her captor, a dragon.

•	 The Knight St. George, mounted on a horse and dressed in 
armor, uses his lance to attack the dragon.

•	 The Dragon The fierce-looking dragon represents evil.

•	 The Princess The princess remains out of the action as her 
knight fights the dragon on her behalf.

Historical Source

Analyze Historical Sources
Form Generalizations In what way does this painting show the knight’s code of chivalry?
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Vocabulary  
 siege a military 
blockade staged by 
enemy armies trying 
to capture a fortress

Reading Check  
Compare How 

are tournaments 
like modern sports 

competitions?

The ideal knight was loyal, brave, and courteous. Most knights, though, 
failed to meet all of these high standards. For example, they treated the 
lower classes brutally.

A Knight’s Training Sons of nobles began training for knighthood at an 
early age and learned the code of chivalry. At age 7, a boy would be sent off 
to the castle of another lord. As a page, he waited on his hosts and began 
to practice fighting skills. At around age 14, the page reached the rank of 
squire. A squire acted as a servant to a knight. At around age 21, a squire 
became a full-fledged knight.

After being dubbed a knight, most young men traveled for a year or two. 
The young knights gained experience fighting in local wars. Some took 
part in mock battles called tournaments. Tournaments combined recre-
ation with combat training. Two armies of knights charged each other. 
Trumpets blared, and lords and ladies cheered. Like real battles, tourna-
ments were fierce and bloody competitions. Winners could usually demand 
large ransoms from defeated knights.

Brutal Reality of Warfare The small-scale violence of tournaments did 
not match the bloodshed of actual battles, especially those fought at cas-
tles. By the 1100s, massive walls and guard towers encircled stone castles. 
These castles dominated much of the countryside in western Europe. 
Lord and lady, their family, knights and other men-at-arms, and servants 
made their home in the castle. The castle was also a fortress, designed for 
defense.

A castle under siege was a gory sight. Attacking armies used a wide 
range of strategies and weapons to force castle residents to surrender. 
Defenders of a castle poured boiling water, hot oil, or molten lead on 
enemy soldiers. Expert archers were stationed on the roof of the castle. 
Armed with crossbows, they fired deadly bolts that could pierce full armor.

The Literature of Chivalry
In the 1100s, the themes of medieval literature downplayed the brutality 
of knighthood and feudal warfare. Many stories idealized castle life. They 
glorified knighthood and chivalry, tournaments and battles. Songs and 
poems about a knight’s undying love for a lady were also very popular.

Epic Poetry Feudal lords and their ladies enjoyed listening to epic poems. 
These poems recounted a hero’s deeds and adventures. Many epics retold 
stories about legendary heroes such as King Arthur and Charlemagne.
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Castles and Siege Weapons
Attacking armies carefully planned how to capture a castle. Engineers would 
inspect the castle walls for weak points in the stone. Then, enemy soldiers would 
try to ram the walls, causing them to collapse. At the battle site, attackers often 
constructed the heavy and clumsy weapons shown here.

Critical Thinking
1. Make Inferences How do 

these siege weapons show 
that their designers knew the 
architecture of a castle wall?

2. Draw Conclusions What are 
some examples of modern 
weapons of war? What do 
they indicate about the way 
war is conducted today? 

Using the trebuchet, enemy soldiers 
launched a wide variety of missiles over 
the castle walls:

AN ARRAY OF HIGH-FLYING MISSILES

• pots of burning lime

• boulders

•  severed human 
heads

• captured soldiers

• diseased cows

• dead horses

Siege Tower

•  had a platform on 
top that lowered 
like a drawbridge

•  could support 
weapons and 
soldiers

Tortoise

•  moved slowly on 
wheels

•  sheltered soldiers 
from falling arrows

Mangonel

• flung huge rocks that crashed into castle walls

• propelled objects up to a distance of 1,300 feet

Mantlet

• shielded soldiers

Battering Ram

•  made of heavy 
timber with a 
sharp metal tip

•  swung like a 
pendulum to 
crack castle walls 
or to knock down 
drawbridge

Trebuchet

•  worked like a 
giant slingshot

•  propelled objects 
up to a distance 
of 980 feet
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Reading Check  
Synthesize  

What were some 
of the themes of 

medieval literature?

The Song of Roland is one of the earliest and most famous medieval epic 
poems. It praises a band of French soldiers who perished in battle during 
Charlemagne’s reign. The poem transforms the event into a struggle. A 
few brave French knights led by Roland battle an overwhelming army of 
Muslims from Spain. Roland’s friend, Turpin the Archbishop, stands as a 
shining example of medieval ideals. Turpin represents courage, faith, and 
chivalry:

“And now there comes the Archbishop. 
He spurs his horse, goes up into a mountain, 
summons the French; and he preached them a sermon: 
‘Barons, my lords, [Charlemagne] left us in this place. 
We know our duty: to die like good men for our King. 
Fight to defend the holy Christian faith.’ ”

—from The Song of Roland

Love Poems and Songs Under the code of chivalry, a knight’s duty to 
his lady became as important as his duty to his lord. In many medieval 
poems, the hero’s difficulties resulted from a conflict between those two 
obligations.

Troubadours were traveling poet-musicians at the castles and courts of 
Europe. They composed short verses and songs about the joys and sorrows 
of romantic love. Sometimes troubadours sang their own verses in the 
castles of their lady. They also sent roving minstrels to carry their songs 
to courts.

A troubadour might sing about love’s disappointments: “My loving 
heart, my faithfulness, myself, my world she deigns to take. Then leave me 
bare and comfortless to longing thoughts that ever wake.”

Other songs told of lovesick knights who adored ladies they would prob-
ably never win: “Love of a far-off land/For you my heart is aching/And I 
can find no relief.” The code of chivalry promoted a false image of knights, 
making them seem more romantic than brutal. In turn, these love songs 
created an artificial image of women. In the troubadour’s eyes, noble-
women were always beautiful and pure.

The most celebrated woman of the age was Eleanor of Aquitaine  
(1122–1204). Troubadours flocked to her court in the French duchy of 
Aquitaine. Later, as queen of England, Eleanor was the mother of two 
kings, Richard the Lion-Hearted and John. Richard himself composed 
romantic songs and poems.
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Women’s Role in Feudal Society
Most women in feudal society were powerless, just as most men were. But 
women had the added burden of being thought inferior to men. This was 
the view of the Church and was generally accepted in feudal society. None-
theless, women played important roles in both noble and peasant families.

Noblewomen Under the feudal system, a noblewoman could inherit an 
estate from her husband. Upon her lord’s request, she could also send his 
knights to war. When her husband was off fighting, the lady of a medieval 
castle might act as military commander and a warrior. At times, noble-
women played a key role in defending castles. They hurled rocks and fired 
arrows at attackers.

Daily Life of a 
Noblewoman

This excerpt describes 
the daily life of an 
English noblewoman of 
the Middle Ages, Cicely 
Neville, Duchess of York. 
A typical noblewoman 
is pictured.

Daily Life of a 
Peasant Woman

This excerpt 
describes the daily 
life of a medieval 
peasant woman like 
the one shown.

Analyze Historical Sources
1. What seem to be the major concerns in the noblewoman’s life?  

How do they compare with those of the peasant woman?

2. What qualities would you associate with the peasant woman and the life she lived?

“She gets up at 7 a.m., and her chaplain 
is waiting to say morning prayers . . . and 
when she has washed and dressed . . . she has 
breakfast, then she goes to the chapel, for 
another service, then has dinner. . . . After 
dinner, she discusses business . . . then has 
a short sleep, then drinks ale or wine. Then 
. . . she goes to the chapel for evening service, 
and has supper. After supper, she relaxes 
with her women attendants. . . . After 
that, she goes to her private room, and says 
nighttime prayers. By 8 p.m. she is in bed.”

—Daily Routine of Cicely,  
Duchess of York, quoted in Women in Medieval 

Times by Fiona Macdonald

“I get up early . . . milk our cows and 
turn them into the field. . . . Then I make 
butter. . . . Afterward I make cheese. . . . 
Then the children need looking after. . . . 
I give the chickens food . . . and look after 
the young geese. . . . I bake, I brew. . . .  
I twist rope. . . . I tease out wool, and 
card it, and spin it on a wheel. . . .  
I organize food for the cattle, and 
for ourselves. . . . I look after all the 
household.”

—From a Ballad First  
Written Down in About 1500,  

quoted in Women in Medieval Times  
by Fiona Macdonald

Historical Source
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Reading Check  
Summarize What 

privileges did a 
noblewoman have in 

medieval society?

The noblewomen 
depicted in this 
manuscript show their 
courage and combat 
skills in defending a 
castle against enemies.

Chivalry

 1. Organize Information Which ideas associated with 
chivalry have remnants in today’s society? Explain. Use 
a web like the one below to organize your notes.

 2.  Key Terms and People For each key term or person in 
the lesson, write a sentence explaining its significance.

 3.  Develop Historical Perspective How important a role 
did knights play in the feudal system?

 4.  Make Inferences How was the code of chivalry like 
the idea of romantic love?

 5.  Compare and Contrast In what ways were the lives 
of a noblewoman and a peasant woman similar and 
different?

Lesson 5 Assessment

In reality, however, the lives of most noblewomen were limited. Whether 
young or old, females in noble families generally were confined to activi-
ties in the home or the convent. Also, noblewomen held little property 
because lords passed down their fiefs to sons and not to daughters.

Peasant Women For the vast majority of women of the lower classes, life 
had remained unchanged for centuries. Peasant women performed endless 
labor around the home and often in the fields, bore children, and took care 
of their families. Young peasant girls learned practical household skills 
from their mother at an early age, unlike daughters in rich households 
who were educated by tutors. Females in peasant families were poor and 
powerless. Yet, the economic contribution they made was essential to the 
survival of the peasant household.

As you have read, the Church significantly influenced the status 
of medieval women. The Church was a far-reaching influence in the 
Middle Ages.
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The Byzantine Empire 
 1. What were the names and characteristics of 

the four parts of the Justinian Code?
 2. What were some important features of life 

in Constantinople?
 3. Which peoples attacked the Byzantine 

Empire? What part of the empire did they 
invade?

 4. What two main religions emerged out of 
the split in the Christian Church?

Early Russia 
 5. What does the Primary Chronicle say about 

Rurik and the origin of Novgorod?
 6. According to the Primary Chronicle, how did 

Vladimir choose Byzantine Christianity?
 7. How did Moscow’s location contribute to its 

growth?
 8. What event marked Russia’s liberation from 

Mongol rule?

Charlemagne Unites Germanic Kingdoms 
 9. How did Gregory I increase the political 

power of the pope? 
 10. What was the outcome of the Battle of 

Tours? 
 11. What was the significance of the pope’s 

declaring Charlemagne emperor? 

Feudalism and Manorialism 
 12. Which invading peoples caused turmoil in 

Europe during the 800s? 
 13. What exchange took place between lords 

and vassals under feudalism? 
 14. What duties did the lord of a manor and his 

serfs owe one another? 

Society in the Feudal Era 
 15. What were the stages of becoming a 

knight? 
 16. What were common subjects of 

troubadours’ songs?
 17. What role did women play under 

feudalism?

Main Ideas
Use your notes and the information in the module to answer the following questions.

Key Terms and People
For each term or name below, write a sentence explaining its significance during the early 
Middle Ages.

 1. Justinian Code 

 2. Hagia Sophia

 3. patriarch

 4. Slavs

 5. monastery

 6. Charlemagne

 7. vassal

 8. serf

 9. manor

 10. chivalry

Module 10 Assessment
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Critical Thinking
 1. Compare and Contrast In a chart like the 

one shown below, compare the Byzantine 
Empire and feudal western Europe. Con-
sider institutions, such as government and 
religion, as well as social roles.

Byzantine  
Empire

Feudal Western  
Europe

government

religion

social roles

 2. Analyze Issues What were Justinian’s goals 
in creating his law code? Why might a 
leader want to organize the laws?

 3. Draw Conclusions Why do you think the 
ownership of land became an increasing 
source of power for feudal lords? 

 4. Synthesize What generalizations could 
you make about the relationship between 
politics and religion in the Middle Ages?

Engage with History
Imagine you are living in the countryside of 
western Europe during the 1100s. Like about 
90 percent of the population, you are a peasant 
working the land. Your family’s hut is located 
in a small village on your lord’s estate. The lord 
provides all your basic needs, including hous-
ing, food, and protection. Especially important 
is his protection from invaders who repeatedly 
strike Europe. Write an essay about the issue of 
the freedoms you would give up for protection. 
How important is security? Is it worth not having 
certain basic freedoms? Discuss your ideas in a 
small group.

Focus on Writing
Write a three-paragraph character sketch of 
a historical figure described in this module. 
Consider the following:

• why the figure was important
• how the figure performed his or her role

Multimedia Activity
Use technological tools, such as the Internet, 
to find out more, research data, and verify facts 
about medieval tournaments. Then create a 
video game that imitates a medieval tourna-
ment between knights. Use a computer, tablet, 
or other technological tool to communicate your 
findings in a proposal. In your proposal describe 
the ideas for the game that you might send to a 
video game company. 

Think about video games that are based on con-
tests. You might adapt some of the rules to your 
game. Consider the following:

• the rules of the game
• the system of keeping score of wins  
and losses

• weapons that should be used

Module 10 Assessment, continued
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