
Name _____________________________ Class________________________ Date_____________

Immigration and Urbanization 

 Lesson 2

Immigration and Urbanization
Key Terms and People
urbanization The growth of cities

Americanization movement Program to assimilate people of wide-ranging cultures 
into American culture 

tenement Multifamily urban dwelling

social stratification Organization of people into social classes by wealth  

mass transit Transportation system designed to move large numbers of people 
along fixed routes

Social Gospel movement Movement that urged people to help the poor

settlement house Community center that addressed problems in slum 
neighborhoods

Jane Addams Social reformer who helped the poor; cofounder of Hull House

social mobility The ability of families or individuals to move into a higher social 
class

Before You Read
In the last lesson you read about the arrival of millions of 
immigrants to America’s shores. In this lesson you will read how the 
arrival of so many immigrants caused cities’ populations to swell—
and their problems to increase.

As You Read
Use a chart to take notes on the problems of urbanization and the 
attempts made to solve the problems.

URBAN OPPORTUNITIES 
Why did people move to the cities?

Many of the nation’s new immigrants 
settled in the cities in the early 1900s. 
Cities were convenient and cheap places 
to live. Immigrants came there to find 
jobs in factories and businesses. They 
settled mainly in Northeast and Midwest 
cities. The result was rapid urbanization, 
or growth of cities, in those regions.

By 1910 immigrants made up more 

than half  of the populations of 18 
major American cities. Many 
immigrants settled in neighborhoods 
with others from the same country or 
even from the same village.

Newcomers to the United States 
learned about their new country through 
a social campaign known as the 
Americanization movement. Under this 
program, schools taught immigrants 
English and American history and 
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government. Many immigrants, 
however, did not want to abandon their 
ethnic traditions. Over time, ethnic 
communities began to affect American 
culture. A new American culture began 
to develop in diverse American cities. 
This led to new movements in the arts.

Immigrants were not the only people 
who settled in the cities. On the nation’s 
farms, new machines replaced workers. 
As a result, many workers in the rural 
areas lost their jobs. Unemployed farm 
workers soon moved to cities to find 
jobs.

Many of the southern farmers who 
lost their jobs were African Americans. 
Between 1890 and 1910 about 200,000 
African Americans moved from the 
South to cities in the North. They hoped 
to escape economic hardship and racial 
violence. However, many found 
prejudice and low wages in the North.

1. Name two groups that settled in the 
cities.

 

 

URBAN PROBLEMS
What problems did city dwellers 
face?

City populations grew rapidly, which 
created problems. One problem was a 
housing shortage. New housing types let 
many people live in a small amount of 
space. One type was the row house, a 
single-family dwelling that shared side 
walls with other similar houses.

Another housing type was tenements, 
multifamily urban houses that were 
often overcrowded and unsanitary. This 
led some cities to pass laws to improve 
slum conditions.

In many cities, residents were not only 
divided along ethnic and racial lines but 

also along class lines. This social 
stratification, or organization of people 
into social classes by wealth, resulted in 
neighborhoods that could be identified 
as poor, working-class, or wealthy.

Cities also had transportation 
challenges. So they developed mass 
transit. These transportation systems 
moved large numbers of people along 
fixed routes. Streetcars and subways 
were used in some cities.

Supplying safe drinking water was 
also an issue. New York and Cleveland 
built public waterworks, but other city 
residents were still left without 
convenient water and had to get their 
water from street faucets. Over time, 
filtration and chlorination made water 
safer. 

With no dependable garbage 
collection, people left garbage on the 
streets, so sanitation was a problem. 
Sewage flowed in the streets. By 1900 
many cities solved these problems by 
building sewers and creating sanitation 
departments.

Crime led to full-time professional 
police departments in some cities. The 
same was true for fire departments since 
fire hazards were an issue. Wooden 
buildings were replaced with brick, 
stone, or concrete.

2. Name two problems that city 
residents faced.

 

REFORMERS MOBILIZE
How did reformers help the poor?

A number of social reformers worked 
to improve life in the cities. One early 
reform program was the Social Gospel 
movement. Leaders of this movement 
preached that people earned salvation 
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by helping the poor. Many reformers 
responded to the movement’s call. They 
established settlement houses. These 
were community centers located in slum 
neighborhoods. Workers there provided 
help and friendship to immigrants and 
the poor.

Many of these houses were run by 
middle-class, college-educated women. 
The settlement houses also offered 
educational, cultural, and social services. 
They sent visiting nurses into homes and 
provided aid that was needed.

One of the more well-known social 
reformers of this time was Jane Addams. 
She helped establish Hull House in 1889. 

This was a settlement house that helped 
the poor of Chicago. Reformers hoped 
that the services provided by settlement 
houses would increase the social mobility 
of  immigrants so that they would 
benefit from living in the United States. 
Also, settlement houses made people 
aware of the difficulties facing the urban 
poor, and they worked for political 
solutions for the urban poor through 
lobbying state government.

3. Name two things a settlement house 
provided for the poor.
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Answer the questions in the chart about the rapid growth of American 
cities in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

The People Why was each group drawn to cities in the Northeast 
and Midwest?

1. Immigrants

2. Farmers

3. African Americans

The Problems What was done in response to each problem?

4. Overcrowding in cities

5. Lack of safe and 
efficient transportation

6. Not enough drinking 
water and water 
unsafe

7. Lack of sanitation

8. Fire hazards

9. Crime

© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

 62 Guided Reading Workbook


	0059-DUS-HS_SNLEAN669086_M04L2
	0060-DUS-HS_SNLEAN669086_M04L2
	0061-DUS-HS_SNLEAN669086_M04L2
	0062-DUS-HS_SNLEAN669086_M04L2

