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An Age of Democracy and Progress

 Lesson 2

Self-Rule for British Colonies
Key Terms and People
dominion nation in the British Empire allowed to govern its own domestic affairs

Maori Polynesian people who settled in New Zealand

Aborigines native people of Australia

penal colony place where convicts are sent to serve their sentences as an 
alternative to prison

home rule local control over domestic affairs

Irish Republican Army unofficial military force seeking independence

Before You Read
In the last lesson, you read about democracy and prejudice in 
Britain, France, and other parts of Europe.

In this lesson, you will read about the fight for self-rule in British 
colonies.

As You Read
Use a chart to note causes and effects of significant events in 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and Ireland.

CAnADA STRuggLeS foR  
SeLf-RuLe
How was the dominion of Canada 
formed?

Britain had colonies all over the 
world. Three of them—Canada, 
Australia, and New Zealand—were 
settled by colonists from Europe. Over 
time, the people in these colonies wanted 
to control their own governments.

The white settlers of Canada were 
split into two groups. One group 
included French-speaking Catholics who 
lived in the colony. Britain had won 
Canada from France in 1763. The other 
group was English-speaking and mostly 
Protestant. The two groups did not get 

along. In 1791, Britain split the colony 
into two provinces. Each colony had its 
own government.

But the French-speaking people were 
not happy with British rule. After 
several rebellions, the British Parliament 
put the two provinces back together 
under one government. Other smaller 
colonies were added to create the 
Dominion of Canada. As a dominion, 
Canada had the right to make all laws 
concerning its own affairs. But 
Parliament kept the right to control 
Canadian relations with other countries. 
By 1871, Canada stretched all the way 
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific 
Ocean.
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1. Why does Canada today contain 
both French-speaking and English-
speaking people?

AustrAliA And new ZeAlAnd 
How were Australia and new Zealand 
settled?

New Zealand became part of the 
British Empire in 1769. Britain claimed 
Australia in 1770. Both lands were 
already inhabited: the Maori lived in 
New Zealand and the Aborigines lived in 
Australia. The Aborigines, as Europeans 
later called the native people of 
Australia, were nomadic. They fished 
and hunted.

Australia was a penal colony. The first 
British settlers there were convicted 
criminals. The settlement of New 
Zealand went slowly because the British 
government recognized that the native 
people—the Maori—had rights to the 
land. In contrast, the Aborigines in 
Australia had almost no rights. By the 
1840s, though, the number of British 
settlers in New Zealand was growing.

During the 1850s, Australia and New 
Zealand became self-governing. But 
they stayed in the British Empire. In the 
early 1900s they became dominions. 
Australia was the first country to use the 
secret ballot in elections. New 
Zealand—in 1893—was the first country 
to give women the right to vote.

2. How were the native people of 
Australia and New Zealand treated 
differently?

the irish win home rule 
Why did the British hesitate to give 
ireland independence?

Irish self-rule took a long time to 
achieve. The Irish opposed English rule 
from its start in the 1100s. Religious 
conflict also divided the Catholic Irish 
and the small group of Irish Protestants 
who lived in the north.

In the 1840s, the Irish suffered a 
terrible famine. Many died of starvation 
and disease. Others lost their land. 
Millions of Irish people emigrated, or 
left Ireland. Most went to the United 
States or Britain.

In the late 1800s, some Irish pushed 
for complete independence. Most argued 
for home rule—the right to govern 
internal affairs. The British government 
opposed this move. They were afraid 
that the Catholic majority would treat 
the Protestants in the north harshly. In 
1914, Parliament enacted a home rule 
bill for the southern part of Ireland. 
When World War I delayed its 
enactment, Irish nationalists rebelled. 
The Irish Republican Army, a military 
force seeking independence, attacked 
British officials in Ireland.

Finally, Britain split Ireland in two. 
Northern Ireland remained part of 
Britain. The southern part became 
independent. Violence continued in 
Ireland off  and on for decades. 

3. What was one reason why Ireland 
was split into two parts?
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As you read this lesson, note some of the causes and effects of conflicts 
between Britain and its colonies.

Causes Actions/Events Effects

1. Parliament creates 
Upper Canada and 
Lower Canada in 1791.

2. Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick join with the 
Province of Canada to 
form the Dominion of 
Canada in 1867.

3. British annex New 
Zealand in 1838.

4. British government 
formally joins Ireland to 
Britain in 1801.

5. During the Great 
Famine, the British 
government forces Irish 
peasants to continue 
paying rent.

6. Irish nationalists rebel 
in Dublin in 1916.
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